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New York Garnet

Since 2003 New York State has ranked first in industrial garnet-production in the United States.
Since there are just a few companies that account for all U.S. industrial garnet production, USGS
does not publish detailed production statistics for New York State. However, generally speaking,
Barton Mines in Warren County is the largest U.S. garnet producer. NYCO Minerals probably ranks
third in the country; the company produces accessory garnet with their main product, wollastonite.

Table 5 - New York Garnet Mine, Permitted Acres, 2005

ComQany County Town Acres
Barton Mines Co., LLC Warren Johnsburg 107

Barton currently extracts garnet from its Ruby Mountain mine in the Town of Johnsburg. However
the company’s nearby Gore Mountain mine, which opened in 1878 and ran until 1983, was the larg-
est garnet mine in the world during its operation. Garnets from the company’s current Ruby Moun-
tain site make especially high-quality abrasives. Most New York garnet is used for sandpaper. Garnet
is also used in grinding and polishing glass and metal, sandblasting, water filtration and waterjet
stone cutting. Garnet is a well-known gemstone, but most New York garnets have too many internal

imperfections to be used in jewelry.

Garnet boulder on display at the New York State Fair in Syra-
cuse. The boulder was donated by the Barton Garnet Mine.
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